CHAPTER    XIV
Prisoners and Captives
OUR FIRST PREOCCUPATION was to get in the taxes. Tukuaho's disastrous
contract was a millstone round our necks. The taxpayers always
wanted cash, and I had the humiliation of watching long strings of
carts filled with copra going off to the traders instead of to the govern-
ment store. Once I sent a messenger to remonstrate with a driver.
I did not know what penalty he feared, but he did divert his cart
in the direction of the government store, though I found out after-
wards that he had passed it and taken a devious route to a trader.
Meanwhile, we were obliged to pay steamboat subsidies and the other
legacies from the late Government in cash. It was scarcely to be ex-
pected that the minor treasury officials would be honest when their
chief spent his time out fishing and was incapable of reading a ledger
and the Auditor General did not know what an account book looked
like.
Matters came to a head when Mr. Campbell, the Assistant Minister
of Finance, sent in his resignation because no business could be trans-
acted in the absence of his chief, who rarely attended his office. At
our next Cabinet meeting we had to send for the Minister of Finance,
and in the meantime our aged Chief Justice fell asleep. Our Treasurer
appeared at last He was a careworn old gentleman with very round
eyes, classic features and a beautiful set of false teeth which, in
moments of excitement, snapped to and remained obstinately closed
in a grin, leaving him to continue his remarks over his upper jaw
with a hissing noise like an angry snake. He wore the key of the
Treasury safe dangling from a shoelace round his neck, and once
while fishing the lace broke and the key was lost. I read the letter
of resignation aloud; the Auditor General poked the Chief Justice,
who, waking suddenly under the impression that a motion was being
put, threw up his right hand and babbled about the last motion but
one. All eyes were turned upon the erring Minister; it dawned upon
him that he was being attacked.
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